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Next Press Release: Friday, July 24, 2009



 
 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES: Registrations down 37.6% five months into 2009 
 

 
For the thirteenth consecutive month, new registrations of commercial vehicles have declined in Europe*. They 
totaled 138,830 units in May, decreasing by 39.0% compared to May last year. Five months into 2009, the 
downturn was -37.6% and affected all countries across all vehicle categories. May counted on average one 
working day less in Europe*. 

 
New Light Commercial Vehicles up to 3.5t - "vans"  
In May, 115,342 new vans were registered, or 38.0% less than in May 2008. Among the major markets in 
Western Europe, Spain (-50.9%) and the UK (-50.4%) recorded the largest losses. Germany (-28.8%), Italy  
(-25.1%) and France (-23.2%) performed similarly. In the new EU Member States, Poland performed best  
(-33.9%), consolidating its position as the largest market in the region. It is followed by Romania (-69.0%) and 
Slovakia (-50.5%). The biggest drop was recorded by the Czech Republic (-80.8%). From January to May, the 
European* market decreased by 37.3%. In the main markets, new van registrations fell by 24.8% in France, 
27.8% in Germany, 30.9% in Italy, 46.6% in the UK, 52.5% in Spain, 22.6% in Poland and 54.9% in the Czech 
Republic. 
 
New Heavy Commercial Vehicles over 16t (excluding Buses & Coaches) – "heavy trucks"  
New heavy truck registrations halved in May (-49.6%) compared to the same month last year, with total 
registrations stalling at 13,342 units. In Western Europe, the downturn ranged from 38.8% in France to 39.9% in 
Germany, 51.7% in the UK, 55% in Italy and 79.5% in Spain. In the new EU Member States, results dropped 
even more sharply, by 64.5% in the Czech Republic, 66.2% in Poland and 79.6% in Romania. Five months into 
the year, the trend was similar, with markets decreasing by 32.2% in Germany, 33.5% in France, 44.1% in Italy, 
47.5% in the UK and 77.1% in Spain. In the new EU Member States, new registrations were down 57.7% in the 
Czech Republic, 66.5% in Romania and 68.5% in Poland, resulting in an overall decline of 44.6%. 

 
New Commercial Vehicles over 3.5t (excluding Buses & Coaches) – "trucks"  
In the segment of trucks, new registrations plunged by 44.8% in May, totaling 20,659 units. In the main markets, 
France recorded a drop of 32.2%, Germany 36.5%, the UK 44.0%, Italy 46.6% and Spain 73.5%. Poland  
(-60.6%) and the Czech Republic (-63.0%) also saw their markets contract significantly. The year-to-date 
results showed an overall decline of 40.7%. Spain (-72.7%) was most severely hit among the major markets, 
while new registrations plunged by 38.6% in Italy and 39.0% in the UK. The German and French markets were 
down 29.8% and 30.2% respectively. Looking at the new EU Member States, results were down 63.6% in 
Poland and 52.8% in the Czech Republic. 

 
New Buses & Coaches over 3.5t   
In May, there were 28.6% fewer new buses and coaches registered in Europe* compared to the same month 
last year. In the largest markets, the UK performed best (-12.3%), consolidating its position with 669 units. 
France (-21.3%), Germany (-24.8%), Spain (-32.4%) and Italy (-40.4%) also saw their markets contract. Five 
months into the year, the decline was 25.3% in the segment of buses and coaches although the downturn 
affected all the biggest markets. Results fell in France by 7.5%, in the UK by 10.6%, in Germany by 11.9%, in 
Spain by 25.2% and in Italy by 29.4%. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* EU27+EFTA, data for Cyprus and Malta are unavailable 
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(32 2) 738 73 11 24/06/09
May May % Jan-May Jan-May % 
'09 '08 Change '09 '08 Change

AUSTRIA 2,192 2,854 -23.2% 10,649 15,154 -29.7%
BELGIUM 4,330 5,586 -22.5% 25,104 31,436 -20.1%
DENMARK 1,244 3,148 -60.5% 6,406 15,973 -59.9%
FINLAND 555 1,533 -63.8% 4,650 7,746 -40.0%
FRANCE 32,982 42,929 -23.2% 154,479 205,315 -24.8%
GERMANY 13,605 19,108 -28.8% 67,287 93,257 -27.8%
GREECE 1,327 1,683 -21.2% 5,931 9,826 -39.6%
IRELAND 700 2,483 -71.8% 5,122 22,727 -77.5%
ITALY 15,936 21,285 -25.1% 74,925 108,502 -30.9%
LUXEMBOURG 241 325 -25.8% 1,217 1,734 -29.8%
NETHERLANDS 3,876 7,505 -48.4% 27,569 43,488 -36.6%
PORTUGAL 3,133 5,384 -41.8% 14,638 24,121 -39.3%
SPAIN 8,394 17,099 -50.9% 42,754 89,950 -52.5%
SWEDEN 2,202 4,021 -45.2% 10,896 17,924 -39.2%
UNITED KINGDOM 12,841 25,908 -50.4% 75,662 141,779 -46.6%
EU15 103,558 160,851 -35.6% 527,289 828,932 -36.4%
ICELAND 10 117 -91.5% 93 803 -88.4%
NORWAY 1,858 3,401 -45.4% 9,161 16,091 -43.1%
SWITZERLAND 1,842 2,150 -14.3% 9,106 10,961 -16.9%
EFTA 3,710 5,668 -34.5% 18,360 27,855 -34.1%

P  r  e  s  s       R  e  l  e  a  s  e

EU* + EFTA COUNTRIES REGISTRATION FIGURES BY MARKET 

PRESS EMBARGO FOR ALL DATA :
8.00 A.M.(7.00 A.M. GMT), June 24, 2009

NEW LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES up to 3.5t**

EFTA 3,710 5,668 -34.5% 18,360 27,855 -34.1%
WESTERN EUROPE 107,268 166,519 -35.6% 545,649 856,787 -36.3%
BULGARIA 436 876 -50.2% 2,060 4,828 -57.3%
CZECH REPUBLIC 961 4,993 -80.8% 11,735 26,022 -54.9%
ESTONIA 73 228 -68.0% 463 1,389 -66.7%
HUNGARY 801 1,585 -49.5% 5,452 8,889 -38.7%
LATVIA 27 158 -82.9% 219 985 -77.8%
LITHUANIA 40 322 -87.6% 391 1,692 -76.9%
POLAND 3,092 4,676 -33.9% 18,349 23,697 -22.6%
ROMANIA 1,130 3,644 -69.0% 6,312 14,743 -57.2%
SLOVAKIA 1,123 2,268 -50.5% 5,735 10,920 -47.5%
SLOVENIA 391 745 -47.5% 1,967 3,808 -48.3%
EU (New Members) 8,074 19,495 -58.6% 52,683 96,973 -45.7%
EUROPEAN UNION* 111,632 180,346 -38.1% 579,972 925,905 -37.4%
TOTAL EUROPE (EU+EFTA) 115,342 186,014 -38.0% 598,332 953,760 -37.3%
(*) EU27 including Bulgaria and Romania; data for Malta and Cyprus currently not available.
(**) including Buses & Coaches

For further information, please call: Ms. Quynh-Nhu Huynh - Manager Economics & Communications - Tel. + 32 2 738 73 55

                                     Next Press Release on Commercial Vehicles to be issued on July 24, 2009
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This information is available on the ACEA website:
http://www.acea.be
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(32 2) 738 73 11 24/06/09
May May % Jan-May Jan-May % 
'09 '08 Change '09 '08 Change

AUSTRIA 410 811 -49.4% 2,293 3,968 -42.2%
BELGIUM 492 851 -42.2% 3,491 4,900 -28.8%
DENMARK 252 488 -48.4% 1,749 2,533 -31.0%
FINLAND 194 281 -31.0% 1,223 1,457 -16.1%
FRANCE 2,291 3,741 -38.8% 14,551 21,891 -33.5%
GERMANY 3,461 5,759 -39.9% 19,618 28,917 -32.2%
GREECE 81 133 -39.1% 437 640 -31.7%
IRELAND 57 223 -74.4% 420 1,790 -76.5%
ITALY 1,148 2,550 -55.0% 6,703 11,981 -44.1%
LUXEMBOURG n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
NETHERLANDS 790 939 -15.9% 6,159 8,084 -23.8%
PORTUGAL 213 340 -37.4% 1,071 2,062 -48.1%
SPAIN 507 2,475 -79.5% 3,168 13,843 -77.1%
SWEDEN 446 568 -21.5% 2,371 2,607 -9.1%
UNITED KINGDOM 1,425 2,951 -51.7% 8,103 15,433 -47.5%
EUROPEAN UNION 11,767 22,110 -46.8% 71,357 120,106 -40.6%
ICELAND 1 7 -85.7% 20 135 -85.2%
NORWAY n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
SWITZERLAND*** 185 140 32.1% 885 727 21.7%
EFTA 186 147 26.5% 905 862 5.0%

P  r  e  s  s       R  e  l  e  a  s  e

EU* + EFTA COUNTRIES REGISTRATION FIGURES BY MARKET 

PRESS EMBARGO FOR ALL DATA :
8.00 A.M.(7.00 A.M. GMT), June 24, 2009

NEW HEAVY COMMERCIAL VEHICLES of 16t and over**

EFTA 186 147 26.5% 905 862 5.0%
WEST. EUROPE 11,953 22,257 -46.3% 72,262 120,968 -40.3%
BULGARIA n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
CZECH REPUBLIC*** 238 671 -64.5% 1,389 3,281 -57.7%
ESTONIA 13 115 -88.7% 86 674 -87.2%
HUNGARY n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
LATVIA 11 134 -91.8% 127 943 -86.5%
LITHUANIA 281 340 -17.4% 386 1,915 -79.8%
POLAND 541 1,600 -66.2% 2,704 8,573 -68.5%
ROMANIA 166 813 -79.6% 770 2,296 -66.5%
SLOVAKIA 103 325 -68.3% 435 1,742 -75.0%
SLOVENIA 36 192 -81.3% 227 1,176 -80.7%
EU (New Members) 1,389 4,190 -66.8% 6,124 20,600 -70.3%
EUROPEAN UNION* 13,156 26,300 -50.0% 77,481 140,706 -44.9%
TOTAL EUROPE (EU+EFTA) 13,342 26,447 -49.6% 78,386 141,568 -44.6%
(*) EU27 including Bulgaria and Romania; data for Malta and Cyprus currently not available.
(**) Excluding Buses and Coaches
(***) CV over 18t
For further information, please call: Ms. Quynh-Nhu Huynh - Manager Economics & Communications - Tel. + 32 2 738 73 55
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This information is available on the ACEA website:
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(32 2) 738 73 11 24/06/09
May May % Jan-May Jan-May % 
'09 '08 Change '09 '08 Change

AUSTRIA 471 902 -47.8% 2,532 4,316 -41.3%
BELGIUM 657 1,046 -37.2% 4,546 6,063 -25.0%
DENMARK 303 603 -49.8% 2,039 3,030 -32.7%
FINLAND 265 457 -42.0% 1,706 2,345 -27.2%
FRANCE 3,007 4,433 -32.2% 18,026 25,827 -30.2%
GERMANY 5,828 9,184 -36.5% 30,864 43,951 -29.8%
GREECE 168 238 -29.4% 915 1,115 -17.9%
IRELAND 86 334 -74.3% 646 2,542 -74.6%
ITALY 1,800 3,373 -46.6% 9,712 15,807 -38.6%
LUXEMBOURG 38 143 -73.4% 447 791 -43.5%
NETHERLANDS 906 1,148 -21.1% 7,035 9,258 -24.0%
PORTUGAL 281 434 -35.3% 1,426 2,513 -43.3%
SPAIN 832 3,137 -73.5% 4,754 17,404 -72.7%
SWEDEN 508 673 -24.5% 2,694 3,029 -11.1%
UNITED KINGDOM 2,743 4,901 -44.0% 15,166 24,860 -39.0%
EUROPEAN UNION 17,893 31,006 -42.3% 102,508 162,851 -37.1%
ICELAND 1 19 -94.7% 28 190 -85.3%
NORWAY 399 619 -35.5% 2,162 3,052 -29.2%
SWITZERLAND 377 444 -15.1% 2,188 2,151 1.7%
EFTA 777 1,082 -28.2% 4,378 5,393 -18.8%

P  r  e  s  s       R  e  l  e  a  s  e

EU* + EFTA COUNTRIES REGISTRATION FIGURES BY MARKET 

PRESS EMBARGO FOR ALL DATA :
8.00 A.M.(7.00 A.M. GMT), June 24, 2009

NEW MEDIUM & HEAVY COMMERCIAL VEHICLES over 3.5t**

EFTA 777 1,082 -28.2% 4,378 5,393 -18.8%
WEST. EUROPE 18,670 32,088 -41.8% 106,886 168,244 -36.5%
BULGARIA n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
CZECH REPUBLIC 360 974 -63.0% 2,174 4,607 -52.8%
ESTONIA 13 133 -90.2% 97 746 -87.0%
HUNGARY n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
LATVIA 11 154 -92.9% 143 1,040 -86.3%
LITHUANIA 329 369 -10.8% 474 2,071 -77.1%
POLAND 831 2,111 -60.6% 4,039 11,091 -63.6%
ROMANIA 251 970 -74.1% 1,131 3,940 -71.3%
SLOVAKIA 137 418 -67.2% 615 2,227 -72.4%
SLOVENIA 57 225 -74.7% 339 1,362 -75.1%
EU (New Members) 1,989 5,354 -62.9% 9,012 27,084 -66.7%
EUROPEAN UNION* 19,882 36,360 -45.3% 111,520 189,935 -41.3%
TOTAL EUROPE (EU+EFTA) 20,659 37,442 -44.8% 115,898 195,328 -40.7%
(*) EU27 including Bulgaria and Romania; data for Malta and Cyprus currently not available.
(**) Excluding Buses and Coaches
For further information, please call: Ms. Quynh-Nhu Huynh - Manager Economics & Communications - Tel. + 32 2 738 73 55
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This information is available on the ACEA website:
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(32 2) 738 73 11 24/06/09
May May % Jan-May Jan-May % 
'09 '08 Change '09 '08 Change

AUSTRIA 57 279 -79.6% 246 631 -61.0%
BELGIUM 117 150 -22.0% 459 740 -38.0%
DENMARK 9 20 -55.0% 75 103 -27.2%
FINLAND 31 42 -26.2% 181 235 -23.0%
FRANCE 352 447 -21.3% 2,485 2,686 -7.5%
GERMANY 375 499 -24.8% 2,172 2,466 -11.9%
GREECE 176 43 309.3% 508 371 36.9%
IRELAND 16 26 -38.5% 154 244 -36.9%
ITALY 271 455 -40.4% 1,479 2,096 -29.4%
LUXEMBOURG 20 17 17.6% 155 135 14.8%
NETHERLANDS 29 63 -54.0% 316 293 7.8%
PORTUGAL 52 60 -13.3% 331 418 -20.8%
SPAIN 240 355 -32.4% 1,267 1,694 -25.2%
SWEDEN 97 78 24.4% 322 309 4.2%
UNITED KINGDOM 669 763 -12.3% 3,461 3,871 -10.6%
EUROPEAN UNION 2,511 3,297 -23.8% 13,611 16,292 -16.5%
ICELAND 1 6 -83.3% 7 13 -46.2%
NORWAY 82 127 -35.4% 305 551 -44.6%
SWITZERLAND 51 130 -60.8% 241 400 -39.8%
EFTA 134 263 -49.0% 553 964 -42.6%

P  r  e  s  s       R  e  l  e  a  s  e

EU* + EFTA COUNTRIES REGISTRATION FIGURES BY MARKET 

PRESS EMBARGO FOR ALL DATA :
8.00 A.M.(7.00 A.M. GMT), June 24, 2009

NEW MEDIUM & HEAVY BUSES & COACHES over 3.5t

EFTA 134 263 -49.0% 553 964 -42.6%
WEST. EUROPE 2,645 3,560 -25.7% 14,164 17,256 -17.9%
BULGARIA n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
CZECH REPUBLIC 42 108 -61.1% 228 408 -44.1%
ESTONIA 7 3 133.3% 30 40 -25.0%
HUNGARY n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
LATVIA 4 28 -85.7% 31 93 -66.7%
LITHUANIA 25 12 108.3% 48 42 14.3%
POLAND n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
ROMANIA 70 164 -57.3% 570 2,294 -75.2%
SLOVAKIA 24 73 -67.1% 173 252 -31.3%
SLOVENIA 12 15 -20.0% 52 99 -47.5%
EU (New Members) 184 403 -54.3% 1,132 3,228 -64.9%
EUROPEAN UNION* 2,695 3,700 -27.2% 14,743 19,520 -24.5%
TOTAL EUROPE (EU+EFTA) 2,829 3,963 -28.6% 15,296 20,484 -25.3%
(*) EU27 including Bulgaria and Romania; data for Malta and Cyprus currently not available.
For further information, please call: Ms. Quynh-Nhu Huynh - Manager Economics & Communications - Tel. + 32 2 738 73 55
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(32 2) 738 73 11 24/06/09
May May % Jan-May Jan-May % 
'09 '08 Change '09 '08 Change

AUSTRIA 2,720 4,035 -32.6% 13,427 20,101 -33.2%
BELGIUM 5,104 6,782 -24.7% 30,109 38,239 -21.3%
DENMARK 1,556 3,771 -58.7% 8,520 19,106 -55.4%
FINLAND 851 2,032 -58.1% 6,537 10,326 -36.7%
FRANCE 36,341 47,809 -24.0% 174,990 233,828 -25.2%
GERMANY 19,808 28,791 -31.2% 100,323 139,674 -28.2%
GREECE 1,671 1,964 -14.9% 7,354 11,312 -35.0%
IRELAND 802 2,843 -71.8% 5,922 25,513 -76.8%
ITALY 18,007 25,113 -28.3% 86,116 126,405 -31.9%
LUXEMBOURG 299 485 -38.4% 1,819 2,660 -31.6%
NETHERLANDS 4,811 8,716 -44.8% 34,920 53,039 -34.2%
PORTUGAL 3,466 5,878 -41.0% 16,395 27,052 -39.4%
SPAIN 9,466 20,591 -54.0% 48,775 109,048 -55.3%
SWEDEN 2,807 4,772 -41.2% 13,912 21,262 -34.6%
UNITED KINGDOM 16,253 31,572 -48.5% 94,289 170,510 -44.7%
EUROPEAN UNION 123,962 195,154 -36.5% 643,408 1,008,075 -36.2%
ICELAND 12 142 -91.5% 128 1,006 -87.3%
NORWAY 2,339 4,147 -43.6% 11,628 19,694 -41.0%
SWITZERLAND 2,270 2,724 -16.7% 11,535 13,512 -14.6%
EFTA 4,621 7,013 -34.1% 23,291 34,212 -31.9%

TOTAL NEW COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

P  r  e  s  s       R  e  l  e  a  s  e

PRESS EMBARGO FOR ALL DATA :
8.00 A.M.(7.00 A.M. GMT), June 24, 2009

EU* + EFTA COUNTRIES REGISTRATION FIGURES BY MARKET 

EFTA 4,621 7,013 -34.1% 23,291 34,212 -31.9%
WEST. EUROPE 128,583 202,167 -36.4% 666,699 1,042,287 -36.0%
BULGARIA 436 876 -50.2% 2,060 4,828 -57.3%
CZECH REPUBLIC 1,363 6,075 -77.6% 14,137 31,037 -54.5%
ESTONIA 93 364 -74.5% 590 2,175 -72.9%
HUNGARY 801 1,585 -49.5% 5,452 8,889 -38.7%
LATVIA 42 340 -87.6% 393 2,118 -81.4%
LITHUANIA 394 703 -44.0% 913 3,805 -76.0%
POLAND 3,923 6,787 -42.2% 22,388 34,788 -35.6%
ROMANIA 1,451 4,778 -69.6% 8,013 20,977 -61.8%
SLOVAKIA 1,284 2,759 -53.5% 6,523 13,399 -51.3%
SLOVENIA 460 985 -53.3% 2,358 5,269 -55.2%
EU (New Members) 10,247 25,252 -59.4% 62,827 127,285 -50.6%
EUROPEAN UNION* 134,209 220,406 -39.1% 706,235 1,135,360 -37.8%
TOTAL EUROPE (EU+EFTA) 138,830 227,419 -39.0% 729,526 1,169,572 -37.6%
(*) EU27 including Bulgaria and Romania; data for Malta and Cyprus currently not available.
For further information, please call: Ms. Quynh-Nhu Huynh - Manager Economics & Communications - Tel. + 32 2 738 73 55
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This information is available on the ACEA website:
http://www.acea.be
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